[Transrectal ultrasound of the prostate. Current status and prospects].
In recent years the role of ultrasound in the diagnosis of prostate carcinoma has increased in importance. In view of the increasing incidence of prostate cancer, which is the most frequent malignant neoplasm in men, TRUS (transrectal ultrasound) is an important imaging method in the diagnosis of various prostate diseases. This paper provides a basic overview of physical and technical bases of TRUS investigation of the prostate. It concerns technical developments and modern techniques designed to improve its value in diagnosis. Impressive innovations in ultrasound equipment, particularly in the area of colour-coded Doppler sonography in association with microbubble-enhanced colour Doppler ultrasound, have given rise to justifiable hope of improvements in the early diagnosis of prostate cancer.